PREFACE

A WORD of apology and explanation may be
allowed for this book, not for its errors and
shortcomings, which must accept the censure
they merit, but for my choice of a subject which, it
may well be said, lies somewhat outside my proper
sphere, ne sutof supra crepidam. I am not a philo-
sopher or theologian. The explanation is to be
sought in the title of the foundation on which these
lectures were delivered at Cornell University. The
words 'On the Evolution of Civilization* are, I have
learned, taken by the authorities of that University
in the widest sense possible, and I might have chosen
a more strictly literary theme. To me it seemed, when
I received the kind invitation to deliver them, that I
ought, if I could, to select for consideration some
aspect of the contact between literature and the life
and thought of the time, to discuss literature as re-
flecting the spiritual conflicts of an age, the growing
pains (might one hope) of civilisation at a definite
epoch: and so I was tempted to try to deal with a
conflict which had often attracted my attention when
studying the seventeenth century for more purely
literary purposes. I thought I might venture to set
forth to my sympathetic American audience what I
had come to tnink, viz, that the conflict between the
spirit or temper of the Renaissance and that of the
Reformation, seen in its full power in the fanaticism
of English Puritanism, had affected our literature in
a deeper and more complex manner than our histories
always made quite clear; that it had, as I thought,
limited the range and fullness of Shakespeare's
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